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From the Editor

Hristos  a  inviat!   Christos  Voskrese!   Al-Masih-Qam! 
Christ is risen!

This month, we have the first in a three part series.   In 
1910, Fr. Nathaniel Irvine wrote an essay entitled “Greek 
Orthodox Catholicity: Religion of Syria, Greece, Russia, 
etc.” as a chapter to the book The Unity of Religions: A  
Popular Discussion of Ancient and Modern Beliefs, edited 
by J. Herman Randall and J. Gardner Smith, published in 
1910.  Fr. Nathaniel (1849-1921) was an Irish immigrant 
who had graduated from General Theological Seminary in 
New York  and  was  ordained  as  a  Protestant  Episcopal 
priest in 1874.  Irvine had a falling out with his bishop but 
later  met  Fr.  Sebastian  Dabovich,  a  Serbian  priest 
working under the Russian Mission in America and after 
learning about Orthodox Christianity,  he converted.   He 
was ordained as an Orthodox priest in November 1905. 
He authored articles in English and served a Sunday night 
vespers  in  English.   In  1909,  he  asked  to  establish  an 
English language parish and in 1920 was finally granted 
permission.  He died in 1921.  His life was dedicated to 
the Orthodox Church in America.  In this 1910 piece, he 
provided an overview of Orthodox Christianity.  Although 
some  of  his  claims  are  oversimplified  and  could  bear 
better scrutiny, his essay is worth reading even today.  I 
have divided it  into three pieces.   The first is available 
now for May and June and July will have the next two 
sections of the essay.  

 Editor

“Greek Orthodox Catholicity:  Religion  of  Syria, 
Greece, Russia, etc.” 
I am to treat of a church and her Catholicity which is the 
oldes,  and  claims  to  be  the  safest,  way  to  reach  un-
adulterated “Truth that is in Jesus.” (Eph. iv. 21.) She has 
been very little known to the United States. 
For a thousand years Mohammedanism has acted like a 
dark  cloud-barrier  between  Eastern  and  Western 
Christianity. It is now lifting. For three hundred of these 
years  the war has been so fierce between Protestantism 
and Romanism that  the controversialists  have  befogged 

all other considerations. This conduct is dying out. To-day 
looming up in grandeur and majesty over the wrecks of 
time  rises  the  cross-crowned  spire  of  the  great  Holy 
Orthodox Church of the East. 
Let me reveal her historical position and Catholicity: 
Early Missionary Field of Action 
There are names of certain cities which the followers of 
Jesus Christ,  from age to age,  will  ever  hold dear,  viz. 
Jerusalem,  Antioch,  Alexandria  and  Constantinople. 
Preeminently  these  cities  eclipse  all  others  in 
ecclesiastical dignity, for in them, as in no other, ancient, 
unadulterated truth – “The Faith once for all delivered to 
the  Saints”  (St.  Jude,  3)  –  was  proclaimed.  Associated 
with them are recorded the wonderful achievements of the 
church  of  God.  Indeed,  in  one  of  them the  very name 
“Christian” was first given to believers in the Incarnate 
God – the Christ. 
In and near Jerusalem took place the Mystery of Sorrow, 
the sacred Passion, the ignominious Death on the Cross, 
the gloom of the Tomb; then the glorious Resurrection, 
the  Ascension  of  Jesus,  and  the  Birth  of  the  Church, 
namely,  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost  on  the  Day  of 
Pentecost.  Jerusalem  claims  the  honor  of  the  first 
Christian council and the first visible human head, if any, 
of the whole church, viz., St. James the Apostle (Acts xv, 
13), and not St. Peter. It was from the church of Jerusalem 
light flashed all over the world. From her life sprung, and 
out  of  her  divinely-filled  fountain,  inspiration  flowed 
through  the  sacramental  channels  to  give  hope  and 
immortality to a dying world. Yes, to assure all believers 
of  “an  inheritance  incorruptible  and  undefiled  and  that 
fadeth not away,  reserved in heaven.” (I St. Peter, i, 4.) 
Jerusalem also claims an unbroken succession of bishops, 
many of whom were cousins after the flesh to our dear 
Lord; and the line in that order of the ministry still exists 
in the Orthodox church of that famous city. 
And Antioch, – who does not love Antioch on the banks 
of the beautiful  Orontes? – Antioch the headquarters of 
St. Paul’s great missionary journeys. Antioch, not Rome, 
the real and only unquestioned apostolic seat of St. Peter, 
for he dwelt in and presided as Bishop of that city seven 
years. (All veritable ecclesiastical historians agree in this.) 
But  more,  we  of  to-day  when  we  grow  weary  of 
sectarianism, nationalism, churchism and all shibboleths 
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which stain Christ’s holy religion;  when we realize that 
there is a great deal of malaria around the rock of each 
portion of the church, one and all fall back on a certain 
Glorious Name as a resting place which, if the inner life 
corresponds with the outer confession, makes every one 
of  us  glow with Divinity like as  Christ  – our  Life  and 
Light – on the Mount of the Transfiguration. I refer to the 
name “Christian;” for it was in this city of Antioch that 
the followers of Christ “were first called Christians” (Acts 
xi, 26). 
And  Alexandria,  the  Episcopal  seat  of  St.  Mark,  who 
wrote the second Gospel and who was her first Bishop; 
the  home  of  martyrs  and  saints;  the  University  of 
Christian Theology;  the  Patriarchal  See of  that  greatest 
sub-apostolic  hero  of  the  Faith,  –  St.  Athanasius. 
Athanasius, who though the world seemed to be against 
him  in  his  great  defense  of  Christ’s  Divinity,  and  he 
against the world in defense of Truth, left to us that “True 
Catholic Faith which, if a man keeps whole and undefiled 
he  shall  not  paerish  everlastingly,”  namely,  “that  we 
worship One God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither 
confounding  the  Persons  nor  dividing  the  Substance” 
(Creed of St. Athanasius; vide Church of England Book of 
Common Prayer). 
And  there  is  still  another  city,  though  now  under  the 
cursed  yoke  of  a  government  which  for  its  lust  and 
rottenness surpasses our conception of human depravity; 
and yet,  because of the cowardice and jealousies of so-
called Christian nations is permitted, as an anti-Christ, to 
exalt  her  iniquitous  head  over  the  High  Altar  of  the 
Cathedral  of  St.  Sophia.  I  refer  to  the  city  of 
Constantinople. It  was in this city that the second, fifth 
and sixth general councils of the whole Catholic Church 
assembled. And it  was in the second of these the great 
Symbol of Faith, the Nicene Creed, was finished. It was 
in this city St. Chrysostom sat as Patriarch – Chrysostom 
the  golden-mouthed  preacher;  the  great  reviser  of  the 
Liturgy of St. James, Bishop of Jerusalem, which to-day 
is  the  service  or  Liturgy  of  150,000,000  of  Orthodox 
Catholics. 
Jurisdiction 
If we have at all any respect for scriptural, apostolical and 
sub-apostolical  as  well  as  early  church  injunctions,  the 
whole domain of countries  which surrounds those great 

patriarchal cities, to which I have referred, should be left 
inviolately  to  the  Christian  safe-keeping  of  the  Holy 
Orthodox  Catholic  Apostolic  Church,  or,  as  she  is 
generally  known,  “The  Holy Eastern  Church.”  She  has 
been there in that field from the first dawn of Christianity. 
The fact that her very birth was and present existence still  
is in that region as a Christian Church, makes it a sin for 
either  Rome  or  Protestantism  to  disturb  her  ancient 
landmarks. Both could well spend their many talents and 
energy in converting the heathen and building up the wall 
over against their own houses without striving to pervert a 
church which claims that she holds “the Faith once for all 
delivered to the Saints.” At most, Rome and Protestantism 
ought  only  to  support  her  in  her  stand  against  the 
encroachment  of  Mohammedanism  without  weakening 
her  by  intrusion  and  convusing  her  children  with 
conflicting and strange  doctrines.  The Anglican  Church 
alone, of all 
Western  Christendom,  refrains  from  interference. 
Remember,  the sin of  schism is the parent  of  infidelity 
and atheism. 
Allied  with the  four  ancient  patriarchates  are  the  other 
national  Churches  under  Holy  Synods  as  a  governing 
power.  They  are  those  of  Russia,  Greece,  Servia, 
Roumania,  Montenegro  and  several  independent 
Churches which need not be enumerated. 
The greatest of all the national Churches of any creed in 
the world is the Holy Orthodox Church of Russia with her 
90,000,000 of members. She, too, is the greatest defender 
of the Ancient  Faith  of  Christendom. A great  wrong is 
being done to her by prejudiced writers by saying that the 
Czar is the Pope or Head of the Church. Those who say 
this must be either ignorant, prejudiced or men who speak 
and write falsely. In things spiritual neither in Russia nor 
in any section of the Orthodox Church, does she own any 
head by Jesus Christ. The Czar is only the “Defender of 
the Faith” in Russia, which is quite a different thing from 
being the Head of the Church. 
Two-thirds of the historians of secular history, and, alas, 
too many of the sacred, are but copyists. Therefore, from 
age to age lies are handed down to us. It  is only when 
some honest  character  seeks  the truth and proclaims it, 
however  unpalatable,  that  the  world  begins  to  open  its 
eyes.  This is true in the case of Christianity itself. Turn 
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over, for a striking instance, to the Gospel of St. Matthew, 
xxviii  chapter,  11th to 16th verses.  Read there how the 
Jews are being deceived unto this day by the shrewdness, 
timidity  and  lying  of  the  ecclesiastical  politicians,  the 
chief priests and elders of long ago. They paid the Roman 
soldiers to say that while they slept the disciples came and 
stole  the  body of  Jesus;  “and  this  saying  is  commonly 
reported among the Jews until this day.” 
So, for reasons best known to those who are afraid of the 
issues  of  unadulterated  Catholic  Truth,  is  the  lie  being 
scattered  like  hoar-frost,  “The Czar  is  the  Head  of  the 
Greek Church.” But let me say as an Anglo-Celt and an 
American  citizen,  that  while  he  is  only  a  first-honored 
son, yet  he is a thousand times a greater blessing to his 
people than his lying critics. 
Still  while  the  Holy  Eastern  Church  claims  absolute 
jurisdiction over the before-named countries, she feels it a 
duty  to  raise  her  standard  as  a  witness  of  antiquity 
everywhere the Faith of Christ and His Apostles has been 
unscripturally added to or taken from in order that all men 
may know “the Truth as it is in Jesus” – and knowing it, 
find rest for their souls. 
We  all  wish  to  learn  one  of  another  and  to  drink  in 
inspiration  one  from the  other  irrespective  of  religious 
opinions or national  prejudices.  We are neither fighting 
nor  discussing  men,  but  rather  ecclesiastical  systems. 
Every bit of narrowness, therefore disappears. The United 
States is one of the greatest  leaveners  of nations. Unity 
and Harmony without enforced Uniformity can be seen all 
around. We believe that each man and woman is entitled 
to his and her conscientious convictions, and that Divine 
Truth must and will prevail whether it is the possession of 
so-called enemies or friends. I realize the fact that a dead 
orthodoxy is worse than a live heterodoxy;  but I  am to 
speak of a living orthodoxy. 
It  is with this sense of fairness, honestly of purpose and 
Christian charity, that historically, doctrinally, liturgically 
and  ceremonially,  yet  altogether  too  briefly,  I  am  to 
speak. 
The Name of the Church 
The name of the Church is striking and suggestive: “The 
Holy Orthodox Catholic Apostolic Church.” Let us for a 
moment  dwell  on the signification  of  this  name.  I  will 
ever,  where  I  can,  use  her  own  technical  language  as 

found in her catechism, to express her interpretation and 
teaching. In this way whatever I say will be authoritative. 
In fact, this whole lecture is given by authority. 
“She is Holy,” saith her catechism (Catechism of Russian 
Orthodox  Church),  “because  she  is  sanctified  by  Jesus 
Christ through His passion, through His doctrine, through 
His prayers  and through the Sacraments.” “Christ loved 
the  Church,”  saith  St.  Paul,  “and  gave  Himself  for  it, 
having cleansed it with the washing of water by the Word, 
that He might present it to Himself a glorious Church, not 
having spot or wrinkle or any such thing but that it should 
be  holy  and  without  blemish.”  (Ephesians  v,  25,  27.) 
(Russian Catechism.) 
“She  is  Orthodox”  (which  means  “rightly  believing”), 
“for the same reason that she is Apostolic; because she has 
from  the  Apostles,  without  break  or  change,  both  her 
doctrine and the succession of the gifts of the Holy Ghost 
through the laying on of consecrated hands.” (Ephesians 
ii, 19, 30.) (Russian Catechism.) 
“She is  Catholic  because she is not limited to any place 
nor times,  nor people,  but  contains true believers  of all 
places, times and peoples.” (Russian Catechism.) 
“She is the  Church  because she is a Divinely Instituted 
Community of  Men,  united by the Orthodox Faith,  the 
Law of God and the Sacraments.” (Russian Catechsim.) 
She is commonly called “The Holy Eastern Church”, and 
the whole world whether  Christian or  heathen,  whether 
Roman Catholic or Protestant,  concedes this to her and 
calls her by this name. She herself gives her reasons for 
gladly  accepting  and  calling  herself  by  this  name.  For 
instance, “In Paradise planted in the East was founded the 
first church of our Parents in Innocence; and in the East, 
after the Fall, was laid a new foundation of the Church of 
the Redeemed in the promise of a Savior. In the East, in 
the land of Judea, our Lord Jesus Christ having finished 
the work of our salvation, laid the foundation of his own 
proper Christian Church; from thence she spread herself 
over  the  whole  universe,  and  to  this  day the  Orthodox 
Catholic  Ecumenical  faith,  confirmed  by  the  Seven 
Ecumenical  Councils,  is  preserved  unchanged  in  its 
original purity in the Ancient Churches of the East, and 
such as agree with her.” (Russian Catechism.) 
In contradiction to the term Roman Church or that of the 
fifth of the Ancient  Patriarchates  which was planted by 
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Greek missionaries in the city of Rome, the Imperial Seat 
of the Latin or Western Empire, she is spoken of as “The 
Greek Church.” But pre-eminently is she Greek, for the 
Blessed  Lord  himself  spoke  not  only Aramaic  but  also 
Greek, the Evangelists wrote in Greek the Gospels and the 
Epistles,  or  translated,  in  the  case  of  St.  Matthew’s 
Gospel,  from Hebrew into Greek,  and  St.  Mark’s  from 
Alexandrian  Latin  into  Greek.  In  the  Greek  or  Eastern 
Empire  all  the  seven  General  Councils  were  held,  and 
their  canons  and  definitions  were  written  in  the  Greek 
language.  In  Greek  was  the  Nicene  Creed  written.  In 
Greek was the first Liturgy written, and even the Church 
of Rome used Greek in her services instead of Latin for 
nearly the first  three hundred years.  Indeed,  Greek was 
the universal language of the church, for many centuries; 
though,  of course,  she preached the Gospel  and always 
sang  her  services  in  the  dialect  of  barbarous  nations 
wherever  Greek  was  not  understood,  for  she  strictly 
obeyed, as she obeys still, the 
Scriptures that, the Gospel should be said in a language 
understood of the people so that all men may be able to 
intelligently say “Amen.” (I Corinthians xiv., 16.) 
Historical Position 
Let me now take up her Historical Position. In doing this I 
must necessarily somewhat recapitulate. 
The Holy Eastern Church’s position as a historic Church 
is  impregnable.  Jew  and  Gentile,  Christian  and  Anti-
Christian, Anglican and Protestant, acknowledge this as a 
fact. There is no need, therefore, of trying to prove that 
which is universally admitted. She truly is founded “upon 
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief  corner  stone.”  (Ephesians  ii.,  20.)  From  her  the 
peoples  of  the  world  first  received  the  knowledge  of 
Christ. Her founders, the Apostles, were the first bishops 
and missionaries  of  the Catholic  Church.  It  was  in  her 
Sacred  Womb  the  increase  of  the  Apostolate  was 
conceived in Jerusalem which gave a St. Mathias instead 
of  a  Judas  Iscariot,  which  gave  spiritual  birth  to  a 
Barnabas, a Paul, a Timothy, a Titus, a Mark, a Clement 
Romanus, an Ignatius, a Polycarp, and sons of the first, 
second and third centuries too numerous to be mentioned. 
Brave heroes of the Faith, who lived and sacrificed their 
lives for the Christ Who is the Eternal Hope and Salvation 
of mankind; for saith He, “If ye believe not that I am He, 

ye shall die in your sins.” (St. John viii, 24.) They are the 
men to whom the whole Christian world looks back to-
day with gratitude, for the twelve Apostles could all say 
for an assurance even to us of the twentieth century, what 
St. John the Divine wrote in his first Epistle, “That which 
was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and 
our hands have handled, of the Word of life (for the life 
was manifested unto us:) That which we have seen and 
heard  declare  we  unto  you,  that  ye  also  may  have 
fellowship with us, and truly our fellowship is with the 
Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.” (I St. John, i, 1, 2, 
3.)  Yes,  that  unbroken fellowship every member of  the 
Holy Eastern Church claims and historically possesses. It 
may  without  controversy  be  truly  said  that  she  is  the 
parent Church of all Christian Churches, whether they be 
Roman or Anglican  or Protestant,  and that  as  such she 
ought  to take her  place  in every land, in every city,  in 
every hamlet,  so that those Churches which have either 
added to or taken from the Faith of the first seven General 
Councils,  namely,  Nicea,  Constantinople,  Ephesus, 
Chalcedon,  2nd  and  3rd  of  Constantinople  and  2nd  of 
Nicea, may correct their creeds, articles and charts by her 
original and scriptural standard of “the Faith once for all 
delivered to the Saints.” 
The Church’s Unchangeable Position 
It  is  cheering  to  know  that  the  Holy  Eastern  Church, 
Scriptural, Orthodox, the mother of all Christendom, has 
not  changed  perceptibly  one  whit  since  the  last  of  the 
twelve  Apostles,  St.  John  the  Divine,  fell  asleep.  The 
ministry which she had then she has now (threefold in its 
nature  or  orders,  Bishops,  Priests  and  Deacons).  The 
Liturgy  and  worship  she  had  then  in  its  simplicity  or 
elaborateness,  the  Doctrine  and  Discipline,  are  those 
which she possesses at this very moment. As the Bride of 
Christ,  though  ancient  of  days,  she  is  filled  with  the 
bloom of eternal loveliness and youth, and therefore the 
virtuous moral and spiritual guide, the teacher and the true 
home of the souls of men. 
Her External Structure 
The external structure of the Holy Eastern Church, though 
she began her chancel in Jerusalem extending it eastward 
from  where  her  Divine  Head  shed  His  Sacred  Blood, 
gradually  flung  her  arched  transepts  northward  and 
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southward and her nave westward toward the setting sun. 
Thus we see the Apostles from Jerusalem going north and 
south and traveling westward until the Gospel was heard 
and planted as St. Paul says  in “the ends of the world” 
(Romans x., 18.) She is in New York, in San Francisco, 
the best friend and hope of Alaska, through the wilds of 
cheerless Siberia, indoctrinating China, converting Japan, 
binding  in  her  great  orthodox  bosom,  under  the  great 
dome of heaven, surmounted by the Cross of Christ and 
alone  under  His  headship,  the  continents  with  their 
peoples.  Wherever  the Nicene Creed is  said,  as handed 
down  from  the  General  Councils  without  the  Romish 
interpolation; she is there. Wherever the New Testament 
is read, every word of which her sons wrote; she is there. 
Please remember that  not one  general  council  was ever 
held outside  her  early  territorial  field,  –  those  councils 
which declared to us the canon of Holy Scripture, that is, 
what were the true Books of the Bible, and proclaimed for 
all ages the true interpretation of the same in the Nicene 
Creed. 

The Causes of Schism between East and West 
Before I pass on, I must here give a bit of history to those 
who perhaps are not conversant with the cause of the sad 
schism between the Ancient Orthodox Church of Christ, 
of which I am speaking, and what is known as the Roman 
or the Church under the Patriarch or Pope of Rome. His 
Patriarchate originally was very limited, its most northern 
point being the city of Milan (“English Roman Catholics 
and the Papal Court,” by Galton), 
For 800 years the whole Church was united. She was all 
orthodox. She was held together by the acceptance of the 
Seven General Councils, though the Western Patriarchate, 
Rome, tried frequently to “lord it over” the rest of “God’s 
heritage.” (I Peter v, 3.) Her attempts were all failures. All 
of her references to Ancient Authorities are either based 
on  fiction  or  the  perverted  language  of  early  writers. 
Greeks were the first theological writers. Rome finds no 
help in them. Even her great early western supporter St. 
Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, fell from under, by saying 
that he was mistaken in declaring St. Peter as the Rock on 

which the Church was founded. And for shame, the words 
of St. Ireneus have been grossly twisted and mistranslated 
as to Rome being the center. The Pope of Rome had to 
sign the canon and decrees of the Fourth General Council, 
Chalcedon, just like the other patriarchs and members of 
the Council and thus seal his own and his successors’ fate 
in reference to the false doctrine of supremacy. The 22nd 
Canon of Chalcedon placed Constantinople and Rome on 
the same level of spiritual power. 
The real and first cause of the break between the East and 
West  was  when  Rome,  contrary  to  the  Seven  General 
Councils, interpolated the Nicene Creed. She inserted the 
unscriptural doctrine of the “filioque” first suggested by 
the Spanish Council of Toledo A.D. 589. 
The original Nicene Creed reads, in its seventh article, “I 
believe in the Holy Ghost,  the Lord and Giver  of Life, 
Who proceedeth  from the Father,  Who with the Father 
and the Son together  is  worshipped and glorified.”  The 
Pope of Rome unwarrantably inserted the Toledo words, 
“filioque,” making the article read “The Holy Ghost Who 
proceedeth  from  the  Father  and  the  Son”  (Latin, 
“filioque”). This was contrary to the consent of the whole 
Eastern  Church,  which  had  four-fifths  of  the 
Patriarchates, and contrary to the Seven General Councils, 
which never used such words. But chiefly contrary to the 
express words of Jesus Christ Himself, Who says,  “But 
when the Comforter is come whom I will send unto you 
from the Father even the Spirit of truth which proceedeth 
from the Father, He shall testify of Me.” (St. John xv, 26.) 
Several  attempts on the part of the popes of Rome and 
emperors both of the East and West, nearly all of political 
nature,  were  made  to  reunite  the  Eastern  and  Western 
Churches.  All  failed  for  the  reason  that  the  Eastern 
Church would not consent to move away one step from 
“the Faith once for all delivered to the saints,” as St. Jude 
says. “Rightly believing,” she was unwilling even in the 
face  of  political  persecution  and  the  scourge  of  hell, 
Mohammedanism, – yes, and equally as vile, some of the 
crusades  to  sell  her  birthright  for  a  mess  of  political 
pottage and worldly help; or acknowledge the supremacy 
of  Rome,  which  was  never  heard  of  in  early  ages;  or 
accept  doctrines  which  were  contrary to  both  the  Holy 
Scriptures and the General Councils. 
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The final rupture took place in A.D. 1054, when Pope Leo 
IX. of Rome tried to usurp authority over the Patriarch of 
Constantinople, Michael Cerularius. On the refusal of the 
latter  to  betray the  Eastern  Church,  the  pope withdrew 
from  communion  with  the  whole  East.  The  Eastern 
Patriarch in turn excommunicated Pope Leo IX. and his 
followers.  Thus  the  Latin  Church  became  of  her  own 
voluntary act schismatical. Rome to-day instead of being 
the Catholic Church, is, alas, the Mother of Schism; the 
Unity of Christendom on her basis is forever barred. 
The further attempts of union at the Councils of Lyons, 
1274, was also a political scheme, and that of the Council 
of  Florence  unworthy  of  the  Western  Patriarchate,  a 
disgrace even to Christianity which was quickly resented 
by the whole Eastern Church by an absolute refusal  to 
accept the proposed articles of the union. She once for all 
ignored any attempts of reunion excepting on the platform 
of Holy Scriptures, the witness of the Anti-Nicene Fathers 
and the Seven General Councils. 
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