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Consul General LaVerne Baldwin called on the
Oecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras to s ay goodbye and offered
at that time to take any messages which the Patriarch might
desire to have passed on to Washington. The Patriarch did
not in conversation take advantare of this offer.

He stressed his Americznism, belief in the Good Neighbor
policy, in democratic methods, and in the courage and frank-
ness of America, whiclh he had endeavored to carry out in his
policies as Patriarch. He inquired whethér we as the American
Government felt that he wes on the right track in his approach
to the Turkish Covernment and in his treatment of his Ppatriar-
chate. I replied that while numerous petty criticisms had
come to my ears originating from conservatives unwilli to
admit change, I myself had seen the results of the Patr arch '®
energy, moral stamina, and democratic beliefs in the attitude-;
of his own people. He went on to sa{ that he enjoyed working
with the present Vali (Governor) of Istanbul, whom he had Q
known before his appointment as Vali and that he believed the B
Vali had done much zood and could do much more. The Patriarch+
added that the Patriarchate's relations with the Turkish

e
Government are very good, with the Greek Orthodox schools, -
o
o
©

churches, properties and persons fully protected; business-
men of course were encountering (and would do so by theilr
very nature) difficulties from time to time. The Patriarch
continued that he did not propose to change his "American
policy™" regardless of any criticism which might come to him Q
of the character described, and he has the energy to carry
through on these lines. En
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He inquired whether the U.3. Government would reach any g

understanding with the Soviet. I replied that while the

Soviets made commitments, we could tell only by thelr actions (ji:

whether they had any intention of keeping such commitments,

and continued that the U.3. Government's policy would be to -

ofpoae communism in any form wherever 1it found; to lend -

aid and assistance as possible to the countries on_ the peri- I

phor{, such as Greece, Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan, Paklstan, B

and Indo-China; to work through the United Nations and other =

possible means for an understanding; and above all -- and

7 here the Patriarch could with his church lend great assistance --
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to fight communism on moral grounds, emphasizing our peace-
ful intehtions and proposals, which could be reinforced for
every single American and others of the same opinion.

The Patriarch also particularly inquired whether we would
change our policy toward Turkey. I replied that while the
larshall Plan would expire in 1952 and that thus far nothing
was decided upon to take its place if this were to be done,
we would certainly oontinue to back Turkey with our moral
support and with such funds as Congress would authorize in the
way of military aid, perhaps at least continue training as-
sistence or advice if other funds were not made available.
we were not changing from the Truman Doctrine nor from the
Marshall Pyan in policy. He was impressed and pleased by this
statement and said so.

I informed the Patriarch briefly of events in Yugoslavia
following the death of Patriarch Gavrilo. He stated he had
appointed the Bishop of 1imok, his personal friend, to represent
him at the funeral and that he felt that Timok would be a fie
successor to Gavrilo. He also stated that he had learned that
the two Serbian Bishops in America and the other Serbian in
Great Britain were considering severing thelr connections with
the Yugoslav church in the event that a Patriarch not to their
likin~ should be chosen.

Patriarch Athenagoras stated that he would be happy to
keep Consul General lLewis advised through present channels of
such communications as he mirht receive which he felt mizht
be 0of interest to us; I had thanked him for his past actions

in that respect.

His Holiness was most sincere in his farewells and in the
expression of his high regard for America, for the Secretary,
and for Mr. McGChee. He did not mention the numerous specific
requests which he had rresented through Vice Consul Gustin
(Despvatch under reference) nor did I refer to them other than
to make inquiry whether he had any particular matters which I
might bring to the attention of washington on arrival there.

ror the Consul General

LaVerne Baldwin
American Consul General
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