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rhere were, and are, over 300,000,000 Greek Ort ~adherents: 1 world and . o iE b
- this waa'tﬁerefore ;n important consideration. "Both President Truman.and,Gengral~¥ ;;_wF; B

- | ' 30 | " th :iahQGd#étﬁmani and bengf;'
Aside from this, he had also to be approved by the Tu;k_ ver -. be'a
Turkish citizen’before he was elected by the Holy Synod. This was in keeping
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Athenagoras 1.

. . ‘ nera - . | hén he was Secretary af.State; ?;gﬂ§i_:
I told you, the late General George Marshall, when he cr . By
ﬁZIIed me an?asked me to give him my opinion-of_the_then_Archbishop_Athenagoras¥.;ﬂiﬁ_i

of North and South America, now patriarch of Constantinople. Generaljuarshail-ﬂ¢;;
wanted to recommend that the Archbishop be considered by the Holy Synod of tle’.
Greek Orthodox Church in Istanbul for the office=pflPatriagch of ConatgntinoP-ef;l

g | ident, Harry S. Truman, - o
At that time, both General Marshall and the then President, _ * e
were apprehe;sive that there might be elected to this important office of Patriarch_ﬁab_

of Constantinople of the Greek Orthodox C urch a man who would not be aware of the

I would like toexpressrﬁylwholehéarted%appreciation to you for your kindness "' -
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in seeing me last Wednesday, despite your1heavy}§chedu1e, becauég it 3ave'mg}3§ﬁf?Fffffﬁﬁ
opportunity to inform you concerning the-matter;of His:H°11“339s Pa??iaYCh;iuzg?ﬁﬁjj.‘

importance of American policies abroad, phrticularly-in.Communiq;'Ruaqia gndj;;?;? ff-1i§ 

satellite states which are all at 1eastu90%.G?egk Qrthaéoxf

Marshall felt that the man who was chosen for the office of Patriarch had to be -

" s
- HI r

Naturally, 1 recdmended His Holiness, then Archbish0p , Very highly. 1 had-bl;en
working closely with him for many years, both as a member of the Church and a s?ﬂ:ka

as President of the Greek War Relief Association, of which he'yaB+Chairman.; 

I therefore knew His Holiness well and had the highest respect for his abilities,

his great humanity, and all the wonderful quglitieﬂ-thﬂt'hﬁ“PQBBESBed'Bo ab“ﬂdanﬁlyf;ﬁf;‘gir
and which made him the revered gspiritual leader that he was. In-addition,heHY:s,a?El;f~_ 
American citizen and loved this country Very much and all it stood for. I told ‘.. -

‘General Marshall that I felt of all the people in the world, mno one was better &= - .-

‘qUHlified to fill the office of Patriarch of Conatantinople;thhnfggchb;shQP;%ikiﬁiiﬁﬁ3;

‘Athenagoras, as he was eminently suited to this post f“"‘?iﬂ}[ gqu;t‘:“a:‘;'.l_lj_. ,-5.;._;__:;;;,;5'-- -

~'|
[ 3
. "I
-1,I'f L

'
* r a
] LR - i .
- . - . r L3 . ™ . . ' ) ". L N F] . . . .
| = . . . - ) i
| ' o ' oo S L ST - e e . a Lt o
a . 4 . . n . . A Fa - . a - L . ) _, ] . )
. -, ' r . - o o - b L Sat . " - . - i | er - i 1
' . - - - - . a ) . -, L] - + . r - E— e . . \ ) . . ) l I ¥ I
' . - ' . i i} - . . . - .
4 . . . . . : I - .- oo r N } . , ced e - o - DOE e ‘s s -
v .o . . . -, - a 1 ' . - Pl 4 "'l! 3 v LT \ .
- - [ a n L] L] > 1 - Ty - r [N - 4 “ i _l . I - +
1 n ' . . - a b - . . - - . o - . Lo ] S [T S . . ]‘ A - 4 ) I
] . - . o ’ .o v, . - R - L - L r 1 5 . . A . . 1 ' N
. 3 "+ -k - - .t ] - ] L , . -3 . . R . -
[ - PR - . 1 - ' . ' - r S . St Fl . . \ .
- . .- r . Ir . ’ ' . = I . L] r 1t| . . .
. 1 Lot ' r . L] R . L 1 _ . - ., T ] . . . o . :
" . - " - [ | - . L] - 1 ] . ] o - - 1 J. v ] .
1 . L - - - - - : [ . . - . N
! . . - - : - 4 . [ . [ . a r "
- i
a

l"'

with the terms of the Lausanne Treaty, executed betweeanurkey'gnd.Grgece';qil??ggf;;ngHfi;;:{
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hodox adherents in the world and . . .tx+ 4
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not only a great.spiritual'léader,'who enjoyed thé'esteam,and;affection_of.h1¥, f.;;;J-'
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‘his spiritual subjects, but one who was also Amﬂ:ican4grient¢d_ip hiq Fhink1933iéfffi1 ?f{5xr"
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. patriarch Athenagoras first:begdnfthe Ecemenicel-movement with i;ierJﬁgz"zgzi;;t; e T
‘-certainly among the great Popes of the“Roman~Catholic Church. o e hAthEnagorssFr:fiff'
‘when Pope Paul announced that he was going to visit {srael, Patriarch 5:7ﬁ5¢"

| 'heffatriarch sent me is af'very7f
J why 1 feel 80 - strongly that the message t atr n !
r-dzgziot: onz, worthy of the deepest consideration_of_the President of the‘United
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Poland Czechoslovakia, syria, Georgia, Armenia, as'well as Ethiopia and CoPtic
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Since his enthronement as Patﬁiarch I amnproud to say his p;esiigieh::igzozznmh
tremendously and His Holiness has become known to millioms oI P tphumanityand.
those of the.Greek.Orthodox Faith as a spiritual leader of grea Fy and-

compassion.

. - d

He has rendered innumerable services to mankind and one of the;ost t?iiitzzzezznt
lworldeencompaﬂﬂiﬂs'iﬂithe fact that he was responsible for th; 1i§:£n R

1'which'will lead to eventual unification of all the Christian a . :

' -"'I. ' R r 1

| ' ' " ' t you in Jerusale m'' and they:
historic telegramksaying "] will mee .
z:ziegiﬁi:i:gues for the reconciliation of the two great basic: Christisn.religion .

N h' had been.separated for 900 years.. . -
k Orthodox and the Roman Catholic, whic RIS
;E:sczszrageous step established Patriarch.Athenagoras as one of the great religi u. _

im-and Pope Paul electrified the.
£ our time, and the meeting between h o
'tzzizr:izh its promise of eventual peace and true'world brotherhood for mankind o

_ | . d
One year: 8gO0, PetriarchJAthenagoras undertook a journey'which took.himbto Belgra e,

.il'l_'- !

tuation of their faith as their one hope. of salvationland freedomJljs

a -+‘- i‘:ﬂ*}
F

States., 1 have an appointmen n June 17th in Ankara to see the'Turkish Foreign

B r and :
; t t with the Prime Ministe K
e Minister Sabri caslayansil, and I h°Pe also to -mee Vi
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' Bucharest, Sofia, Geneva -- where he attended a meeting of the World Co;ziiljgﬁrnéy-:oe,;
Churches -- Rome, -- where he met again with Pope Paul =~ andLondoz.t by e-mréf"
" too, had a tremendous impact on the people of those nations who loo o. p p A
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Spiro Te AgﬂEWf}ﬁffi;-qﬁ“;}ff}{“j ‘ ﬁhs L 2 rhhfﬁ. ﬁg;;t ifﬁ;kﬁnﬁﬂiL

R e ﬁf;; : , Hﬁ' Sﬁﬁi R I R

S R T ate, had no. SIS

Therefore, General Marshsll 1n hiB Cﬂpazitﬁ 3‘5{} Seiii:;rzootfliit e; forts and ORI IR D

ess an t an B m | Ll ~ l.‘ ' .:a'__.;:.lf__'.

hesitation.in.sponso-ing His Holin Patrisrch ol

shop Athena ores ‘as Sl

" {nfluence, - the Holy Synod decided to: elect Archbishop. B T U N e

and the Turkish.Government agreed to his eleCtion'i;ﬁ?T*“rf'ﬁt*ﬁﬁihfﬁ“iff?j?ﬁﬁ“@ii%ﬁ*ﬁ?f?“{ﬁ¥tﬂ%

ne -r- _, the sacred Co LT t@ iR e ) EREER B *_-.,,_.-l“-';

In 1949' President Tr:minfsengihi:nizigzzzeitaand a smsll group: Of*Gfeékﬁfﬂﬂaéﬁﬂﬁyyﬁﬁ%?:;lqﬁeﬁéz

His'Holiness to Istanbul"for niS ber accom.anied- RRES N i

" Americans of Greek descent, of whom I was "“"fleged o be a 'jIllem ol St AR B §

. Needless to say, it was an unforget table exp erience and I was elf.aiidhzhzzug; not': RSO E s |

“Sreat pErsonage-hsd‘beenfelected-to this high ofiice b:fg“:ﬁ i xethroughout the B N I e

a . e ek Orthodo AT e T e

1 needs of the millions ‘o Gre PRI I SR

only serve the spiritual m ~ of th JU ited States.«.ewn:ﬂ~ A S AN

_world, but he would understand and appreciate Ehe‘poli | el [l
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in addition, His'Holiness had t he respect and affection of th;hieozizl::oecially | -'-;Q.; R
spiritual leader he would be in all the orthodox: countries. b i ariapart of N

iEportant in such countries as Russia, Yugoslavia, Romania, ou 8 » P
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