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... .. September 25, 1963 .- . - °

Dear Mr. P:esidepti

h L T S, and.
I have juét réturned-fram a visit to Turkey and ag-extendedfgtayrizigzgigﬂgiﬁe,
if you*will'permit*me, I would like to take a few moments i Z?utb-talk to'You'
you a report on both countries, and also --'Toreimportingyn“aUdience‘WhenI ;
about His Holiness, Patriarch Athenagoras, with whom.1_ a an aud e wi _
visited Istanbul.

I do not know if you are aware of it or not, but-I‘havebeenengezviiigi Eﬁese !i
you for the past six months in order to discuss thisisubject and de .
message that His Holiness had entrusted to me.

%

' -1ived'inithe United States for a
itten you previously, His Holiness _ Eor 2
?2nz 2?:2‘22 a pre{atepof the Greek Orthodox Church and Archbishop of North an

' | r in and
South America. He became an American citizen and he was a firm believer 1ir
supporter of our principles, ideals and pol1¢igs,

' i - ¢ hi: hievments
His Holiness was a most progressive Church dignitary and among his many a&ac

' t, toward the unification of all
was the initiation of the Ecumenical movement, looking e chment of thefWorld

the Christian faiths, and his active participation in the gs

Council of Churches. | - 1 L:
| . f _ . L

It was at that time that our great American, the late General Geamge'uarshal ’

me to’ shington to see
then Secretary of State:under President Truman, invited me to' go to Washing _
him..He wanted to uinquire about

His Holiness, then Ehe1Archbishop?-as hzjwa:_grﬁittyill.
concerned about the successor to Maximus V,.who.was~the_Patriarch;.andw*o-w s q

| | | P ': , a d he
General Marshall.subsequently endorsed His Holiness,PaEriar;g”Apzigaizgzzigh:*ﬁeré
de?ysucceeded‘Maximus V as Patrarch. Ceneral Marshall's wisdom & _
u

' ' help in
amply justified because Patriarch Athenagoras proved to beliittr:i:zizuSWherepthe |
stZﬁiing the tide of atheism in Soviet Russia and its sate e ’ . .

e+His Holiness had to become a Turkish citizenwhenhe-beC#m? patrigrcg;éhihztill
While R ot t esteem for the United States andremembers with great pleas T of the
has the hlghest ® t here. His spiritual leadership of the;250,QQ0,000 Pepp e Curtaiﬁ)'
many years te sgezth (inéluding those in the Soviet Union and behind the Ironfidénce
gree:rgzt?;dzzreigthened‘theinﬁhOpe for eventual freedom as well as Fheir confide &

in the United States as the bastion of democracy.

(continued)
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His Holiness electrified the*world a few years ago‘when His Holiness, P0pe Paul VI
announced that he was going: to. Jerusalem.and the Patriarch cabled him: U will

 meet you in Jerusalem.and'Open dialogue a courageous’ gesture which broke the .
silence: that had existed for over 900 years betﬂeen these two great basic Christdan ﬂ -

faiths._. R

.7 W
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- 1 ) ..':.-.
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Because I had acted as intermediary between His Holiness and General'Marshall the

Patriarch sent'me a*message, ‘about six*months ago,*with one of his bish0ps, uhich
he requestedume to convey to you personally., S St R

‘When T saw His Holiness onmmy recent'v1sit to Istanbul naturally I explained
that I had been unable to see you as yet, due to yeur extremely heavy schedule
on SO'man&'V1tal matters His Heliness understood and eXpressed the h0pe that

) | wculd be able to see you soon.

“His Holiness Spoke of you very hi | * _ 1
of peace.. He was. particularly olated at your recent Vis
it'waS*made at a most propitious time and would have‘a've

His Holiness 1s now 84 years of age andﬂwhile his health is good he is not as
strong as he used to be. He is naturally ccncerned about the-mattereof ‘his successor

and he feels that the situation.today is just as criticallas it was twenty years ago,
when.General*Marshall so wisely selected him to become-Patriarch, and that it warrants

our interest and attention.

1 gsincerely hope, Mr. President, that you will be able to designate a‘time soon when
1 may come to see you LO discuss this important matter and to deliver to you the

message entrusted to me by His Holiness.

With best wishes and kindest regards,
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