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e 1. During vigit Patriarch Decewber 19 other natters, 1 explained
agaln that Ambassador wWarren had teen able visit Istanoul orily
very infrequentcly and triei'ly and therefcre had not had eJojole’: =

tunity call on Patrilarct:. I added, for Patriarch's private
information, that I had personally advised Ambassador against
calling during hlc mcst extended visit in early Octoher. At
that tlme patr archate ander strong local press criticism for
varioug reasons 1ncluding 3koura's snesch advocating construc-
tlon patriarchate palace. Any call Ly Ambassador would have
increased Fatrliarch's difficulties. Athenagoras expressed
understanding and agreement and nls appreciation “or explana--
Lilon.,
<. Entirely his own inltiative, Patriarch brcught up disservice
done him and orthodox cause vy Skouras and others who mistakenly
persist congldering cecuwnenical patriarchate similar to Vatican.
With great fcrce Athenagoras stregazed history, tradition,
nlierarchical structure Orthodox Church emphasize indepeudence
y Individual naticnal chiurches rather than authority cecumenical
((Fatriarch. Any prorosals make patriarchate iike Vatican arous:
winnedlate opposition, Patriarch said, from national Orthodox
HJhurches, in ffirst place from Greek national church, and alao
Ngrom Turks. Patriarch consideraz entirely unrealistic to sup-
ose that Russlans, Greeks., Serbs, Rumanians. etc., would ever
egin to consider according oecurenical Patriarch anything
emotely resembling the supremacy Recman Pope enjoys. : Por his
art, he said he would do everything he could -- and alvays ha
O oOoppose any such distortion of structure Orthodox Gh%qch.
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~ Patriarch himzelf like GQT thoroughly aware contdinued

% ) nited States sywmpatbhy interest in patriarchate. On approprist .
g ccaslons Ambassador has mentioned Lo Foreilgn Ofice our high

3 3 egard for Patrlarcth and similar views have been expressed to
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loea]l offlclasls ratriarcinate has on gt least one recent
occaslor indL0a+e& knowledge and aptreciatiocon our efforts
. CONGEN telegrez-: 330G, Jctoier '7 L. ipoca. level hardly week
passes Wl thout d irect conoact . S Tvean this offTliee snad the FaEt-

riarch or wembers =cly Syrna

L, Considerations re rewoval vatrlarchate gcunject forthcoming
despatch in general wayv e sald Trevelling view 1n patriar-
chate 18 such n: f-h""t.tgr Ty LA ET TMiPimaoy 1 Bnirlitual matters
oecumenical Patriarcih: vosgesses derive ffron his h.LST_.oI‘i cal posi-
tion as original vrivaty O caniZal apd ceuter ol Hyzantine
emplire and wcu.d ’]O’L survive trancler clise.iere of vatrisarchate
Virtual dlisappearanrce thilc fl"_E;-i,..)I“] C Proane .—Jr“-a,;'_l_fj provide op-
portunity for Moscow cislr iesdsrship Urthodoex Church l1n opinion
some wemocers Holy Synod
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" Local Jreeks alco inciined telleve renovar rvatrisrohate
would bring iInto queqfion ~ontinued Lletanoun residence mreek
minority and Hellenilc colony a0 might wel. lead to exchange

of population wlth western Thrace Sore inforned Turks oelleve
continued presence oecumenicali Patilarch Istanoul minlimlzZes pos-
sibility organized orthodcx olidarl*} acainst Turkey, such
matters as Cyprus or nore geuera: <rii.odox antl-Turk campaign
which might pe attempted cy ooviete-Caiasllites

6. Expulsion wmotion of i“reﬁﬂﬁnﬂible deruty Demirag of no con-
sequence 1tself but as one of series unfriendly wanifestgtions
ffosters gloom and pessimLsm in patriarchate However, Atheragora's’
December 19 as on a.l wy previoug vigits euaphasiLed his convi:
tion Greek-Turk relations can and must e 1mproved, hls deter-
mination agsist this development all wavs aind hls unshaken pelief
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vatriarchate's presence 1n lstanodl ‘s gsset rather then liability
in this work
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